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10 SEPTEMBER 2014

UPDATE ON THE YORK POTASH PROJECT
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PURPOSE OF REPORT

This report is an update on the York Potash Project proposals near Whitby.
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BACKGROUND

York Potash Limited are proposing to open 3 mines to the north west of
Whitby, to extract polyhalite, a form of potash that is used as a fertilizer.

CURRENT SITUATION

A planning application for the site was submitted to the National Park but was
subsequently withdrawn. The application identified that there was likely to be
an impact on several public rights of way during the construction of a pipeline
to Teeside. A further application is apparently due to be submitted to the
National Park which is suspected to have a much reduced impact on the
landscape, and on the public rights of way network.

Royal HaskoningDHV are undertaking the preliminary Environmental Impact
Assessment to inform the company regarding the local environmental impact
of the project.

The company are consulting with a number of local organisations including
the North York Moors National Park. Two of the mine sites lie within Redcar
and Cleveland, and one site, Lady Cross Plantation, lies within North
Yorkshire, but within the area of the North York Moors National Park.

There are no public rights of way affected at the mine site at Lady Cross
Plantation although there would potentially be a significant increase in traffic
along the B1416 from the A171 to the east, as this would be the HGV access
route. This would have an impact on users on Wainwright’'s Coast to Coast
Walk who utilise the verge for about 600m in this vicinity on their way to Robin
Hood’'s Bay. However, the National Park are completing a footpath diversion
scheme which will enable walkers to go straight across the main road rather
than walking alongside it and will limit the impact on walkers.

A copy of ‘The York Potash Project Explained’ is attached for information.
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4.0

4.1

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that members receive this report for information.

Contact:

Penny Noake
Definitive Map Team Leader
01609 532245
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